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Home improvement doesn’t have to 
cost a bundle. With a little creativity, 
you can revamp your living space for 
free! Here’s how to upgrade your home 
at no cost. 

Rearrange and optimize 

If you can’t afford new furniture, you 
can still freshen up your home by 
rearranging what you’ve got. Try 
moving your living room sofa against 
another wall, swapping lamps around 
your home or choosing another angle 
for your dining table. Experiment with 
layouts to find the most functional and  

pleasing setup. You can also give your home a free face lift by switching room functions. For 
example, you can turn an underused guest room into a home office or clear a storage area 
to turn it into a workout space. 

Declutter and reorganize 

One of the easiest and most transformative ways to improve your home is to declutter. Go 
through your home and sort things into “keep,” “give away” and “toss” piles. Throw out the 
“toss” pile immediately, and donate all “give away” items. Organize all that’s left by giving 
every item a home that makes the most sense for its use. As you work through the house, 
tidy up all open surfaces to create an open, fresh look. 

Deep clean where needed 

Cleaning doesn’t cost a dime but can make your home feel new. Here are some areas of 
your home that may need some deep cleaning: 

• Walls and baseboards. These often-neglected spots collect dirt. Scrub with a safe 
cleaning solution until they shine. 

• Accessories and fixtures. Polish your light fixtures, buff up your faucets, shine your 
doorknobs and dust off the light switches around your home for a quick freshening-
up. 
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• Carpets and upholstery. Use a borrowed professional vacuum or steamer to 
freshen up soft surfaces. 

Repurpose what you already own 

Your home is likely full of stuff that can be given a second life. Turn old jars or cans into 
vases, utensil holders or planters for new accessories. You can also reframe your art or 
photos by switching the frames around. 

Maximize natural light 

Leverage natural light to dramatically improve your home’s atmosphere. You can move 
large pieces of furniture away from your windows to allow more light in, and remove the dirt 
and grime on your windows to let the sunshine through. Finally, consider hanging mirrors 
opposite windows to reflect the light and make your space feel larger. 

Get creative with DIY decor 

Unleash your inner artist with simple, no-cost DIY projects: 

• Nature-inspired decor. Gather pine cones, branches or flowers for unique 
arrangements. 

• Fabric scraps. Use leftover material to make throw pillow covers and wall art. 

• Handmade signs. Repurpose wood or cardboard to craft decorative signs with 
inspiring quotes. 

Revive your outdoor space 

A little outdoor TLC can extend your living space and provide a refreshing escape. Clean up 
your flower beds, give your bushes a trim and sweep pathways around your home for a tidy 
look. You can also rearrange outdoor furniture to create a cozy spot for relaxing in the fresh 
air. 

Embrace minimalism 

Less can be more when it comes to home improvements. Embrace minimalism by paring 
down your possessions. Donate items you no longer need or use to create a cleaner, more 
streamlined space. You can also adopt a “one in, one out” rule, in which you donate or give 
away an old item for every new one you bring into your home. 

Use the tips here to freshen up your home without breaking the budget. 

 


